ABSTRACT 



A liquid crystal display comprises a top polarizer 
11, an optical compensating element, an anisotropic 
scattering layer 10, a scattering layer 7, and a liquid 
crystal device 20 incorporating therein a reflective 
layer 9. when the direction of viewing direction of the 
anisotropic scattering layer is designated as the Y-axis 
direction, and a direction oriented substantially at 
right angles to the Y-axis direction is designated as the 
X-axis direction, light entering the anisotropic 
scattering layer is scattered over a wider angle along 
the Y-axis direction than along the X-axis direction. 
Further, the incident angle dependence of the straight-go 
transmittance of the anisotropic scattering layer is 
symmetrical about the layer normal, and the straight-go 
transmittance in the layer normal direction is lower than 
the straight-go transmittance in any oblique direction. 
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(57) Abstract: A liquid crystal display unit comprising an upper po- 
larization platc(l 1), an optical compensation element, an anisotropic 
scattering layer (10), a reflection layer (9) and a liquid crystal el- 
ement (20) incorporating the reflection layer (9), wherein, when a 
direction of a preferential angle of view of the anisotropic scattering 
layer is set as Y axis and a direction approximately orthogonal to the 
Y axis as X axis, a light beam incident onto the anisotropic scatter- 
ing layer has a scattering angle wider in the Y-axis direction than in 
the X-axis direction. In addition, angle dependency characteristics 
of a straight-go transrnittance of the anisotropic scattering layer are 
symmetrical with respect to a layer normal, and a straight-go trans- 
rnittance from the layer normal direction is lower than that from a 
slant direction. 



